


Appendix 13
Tree Preservation in Ockham Road North, Ockham

Ockham Parish Council has submitted an application to Guildford Borough Council for the provision of Tree Preservation Orders along Ockham Road North. As Ockham abuts West Horsley, WHPC has been approached to consider supporting the application by writing in such vein to GBC. 

Below is the suggested draft letter that the Parish Council is asked to consider sending: 

To: Tim Holman, Guildford Borough Council

I am writing on behalf of West Horsley Parish Council to confirm our support for Ockham Parish Council’s recent application for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) for the belt of woodland bordering Ockham Road North between Whitehill Lane and The Drift.
As recognised in the application, West Horsley has a strong interest in this, since the woods form part of our parish boundary and help demarcate the neighbouring Green Belt.  Also, at their northern end, a small portion of the woods lies wholly within this village.
Since the woods form the front outlook for about fifty houses on the West Horsley side of Ockham Road North, a TPO is at least as important to our residents as to those of Ockham.  The current proposal originated with individual residents themselves and has been substantially developed by them – an example of local community engagement which, it is hoped, GBC will encourage.  The Parish Council understands that a number of residents plan to express their support. 
The Parish Council has little to add to the arguments in favour of a TPO which the application fully sets out.  As it explains, a TPO would support a number of specific policies adopted under the West Horsley Neighbourhood Plan.  It would therefore assist in the Plan’s implementation.  
Finally, the Council notes the existence of several precedents for grants of TPOs for small woodlands or lines of trees in and around West Horsley: see, for instance, TPO no. P1/201/219 (Even Wood) and P1/201/104 (land to the east of Heatherdene).  As far as the Council can see, there would be no disadvantage in adding the woods on Ockham Road North to these existing grants, which help preserve the essential “rural character” that has been identified as a key feature of our village.     
In conclusion, the Parish Council would urge you to grant a TPO as requested.  A compelling case has been made, local residents have shown keen support and there are sound precedents. 
Yours sincerely,
To be signed by the Clerk 

     






