West Horsley
Parish Council

12. Ripley Primary School — Application to Dissolve the School Trust.
Overview

Guildford Diocese recently applied to the Department for Education for a Section 554 order to dissolve the
Ripley School Trust, leaving the Diocese with full control and the site at potential risk of development.

The site is currently owned by Ripley School Trust, with the Trustees based in the village. Since the old
school closed, the Trustees and the Friends of Ripley Primary School group have maintained the site and
used it to continue providing education and community activities.

The Department for Education will be considering the application from the Guildford Diocese on Friday 20"
May and Ripley School Trust have approach West Horsley Parish Council to ask if we would offer our
support to their cause in the form of an objection.

With the current level of housing development across the Horsleys, and the associated increase in demand
for school places, it is vital that education facilities in our bordering Parishes are not lost to even more
housing development.

Further information is available at Act now to save Ripley Primary (saveripleyschool.com).

Recommendation

West Horsley Parish Council to write to the Schools Assets Team, Education Funding Agency, to object to
the dissolution of the Ripley School Trust.

Councillors to review and approve the following draft letter.

Please note the deadline for submission is Friday 20" May 2022.


https://saveripleyschool.com/

DRAFT LETTER
19" May 2022

School Assets Team
Education Funding Agency
Bishopsgate House
Darlington DL1 5QE

Dear Sir/Madam,
Objection to the Proposed Dissolution of the Ripley Primary School Trust

West Horsley Parish Council would like to register an objection to the application by Guildford Diocese to
take control of the site occupied by Ripley Primary School.

The Parish of West Horsley currently has circa 400 new houses being developed over the next two to three
years and our local Primary School, The Raleigh, will not be able to accommodate the anticipated increase
in demand for primary places.

Last year, the Raleigh school catchment extended 0.8km, leaving most of East Horsley and much of the
Southern end of West Horsley outside of the catchment area. The Raleigh School has expanded to the
maximum possible within its current site and cannot accommodate bulge classes, leaving many families
forced to find places in neighbouring villages. The new developments will only exacerbate this problem. It
is inevitable that demand for school places within neighbouring Parishes will increase significantly over the
next few years and it is, therefore, imperative that we protect primary school facilities within our bordering
villages.

The Parish of Ripley also has a large development in the pipeline, Garlick’s Arch, which Surrey County
Council anticipate resulting in the need for an additional 126 primary places and 36 pre-school places.

In addition to providing the much-needed primary school places, Ripley Primary is also a hub for the village,
offering clubs and activities for every age range, from baby and toddler groups to the Over 60’s Club. The
Covid pandemic has resulted in an epidemic of loneliness and mental health issues across our country, and
services such as these are a critical lifeline for so many, and facilities that can accommodate such services
must be protected.

West Horsley Parish Council believe it is vital that the future of Ripley Primary School be assured and that
any potential threats to change of use of the site should be resisted.

Yours faithfully

Jane McKenzie
Deputy Clerk

On behalf of West Horsley Parish Council
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