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9. Briefing Note: Village Green Boundary
Background

Members will recall the queries that have arisen over past months regarding the ownership of the
ditch and thereby the boundary line that runs along the back (right-hand side) of the Village Green.
It was agreed that representatives of the Parish Council would make the necessary enquires into
boundaries created by ditches and would meet the owners of the neighbouring property. This
meeting took place on 29*" April, 2022 attended by Clirs Best and King with the Clerk.

Government Guidance

Official guidance (HM Land Registry Plans: Boundaries Practice Guide 40 Supplement 3 March 2020
paragraph 11.2) states: “Where 2 properties are divided by a hedge or back and an artificial ditch,
the boundary is presumed to run along the edge of the ditch furthest from the hedge or bank. This is
based on the principle that an owner, standing on his boundary looking inward, dug his drainage
ditch within his boundary, threw up the soil on his home side, and then planted a hedge on the
mound. This presumption only applies to man-made ditches and does not apply if it can be shown
that the ditch is natural or if it can be established that the boundary feature was made while the
lands were in common ownership”.

Discussion with the Adjacent Neighbours

A constructive dialogue was held during which the following was agreed:

e The ditch is owned by the neighbours and the boundary line is the edge of the man-made ditch
along the back, right-hand side of the actual Green.

e The neighbours have already begun some clearance and would continue to maintain it.

e The neighbours would remove the fallen tree as this is on their land.

e The Parish Council would arrange for their Garden Maintenance Contractor to clear the scrub in
front of the ditch including the pile of rubble and, as a one off, the brambles and other
vegetation from within the ditch, prune the existing trees and plant new trees to form an
attractive line. This to include the re-positioning of the bench with a slab base provided.

o Keeping the area neat would be included in the updated specification for the new gardening
maintenance contract due for renewal later this year.

Recommendation

The Council is recommended to:

e note the agreed position of the boundary line;

e agree to obtaining a quotation from our retained gardening contractor for the works as outlined
above to be done;

e use the Akerman Fund to pay for the new trees; and

e agree to updating the garden contract specification to cover on-going maintenance of the area.

Clir Elaine Best
Chairman May 2022



